
  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

JADEN’S STORY 
 

Mon nom est Jaden Cormier. J’ai 11 ans 
et j’habite la belle région de Cap St.-
Georges. Comme vous pouvez peut-être 
deviner par mon nom, Cormier, je suis 
francophone. Je viens d’une longue ligne 
de descendance francophone du Cap.  
 
Mon grand-père, Jack joue de l’accordéon 
depuis très longtemps. Il a voyagé partout 
dans le monde à cause de sa musique et 
de son dévouement à la survie de notre 
culture franco-terneuvienne et acadienne. 
Mon père a travaillé au loin pour 
longtemps et il n’a pas toujours le temps 
pour pratiquer sa musique, mais il est très 
fier de moi et de son père. 
 
À notre école, Notre-Dame-du-Cap nous 
avons des leçons d’accordéon à chaque 
semaine. Je savais jouer avant de 
commencer ces leçons, mais je suis bien 
content de pouvoir lire les notes de 
musique pour l’accordéon et de pouvoir 
pratiquer avec notre enseignant. 
 
Grâce à ma musique et ma culture, j’ai 
déjà commencé à voyager aussi. Mon 
voyage le plus mémorable à date fut mon 
voyage à Québec à l’invitation de 
Michaëlle Jean, gouverneure générale au 
temps. J’ai eu la chance de lui parler et de 
jouer mon accordéon pour elle et pour 
autres. J’ai joué ma musique pour 
beaucoup de gens à beaucoup de 
différents endroits au cours des années.  
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MY INTERESTING LIFE 

 
My name is Ziyad Rassam and I’m in 
grade six. I was born in Yemen and I 
speak Arabic. I also speak English and I 
have been learning French. I can speak 
many languages quite well for my age. 
 
I moved to Canada after visiting my 
grandparents and great-grandmother in 
Iraq. When we moved to Mississauga, 
Ontario, my family inspired our friends 
and relatives from all over the world to 
move there as well. I lived in Ontario for 
four years and then, in January 2009, I 
moved to Bonavista, Newfoundland, 
with my brother, parents, and grand-
parents. We love it here! 
 

 
 

Soccer is an important part of my life. It 
is my favourite thing to do during my 
free time and I also enjoy watching it. 
Where I come from, soccer is an 
important sport like hockey is in 
Canada. My father, my brother, and I 
are very competitive, and we always 
enjoy playing a game of soccer.  
 
My life has been interesting so far for 
someone only 11 years old! I’ve 
travelled a lot, and seen many different 
places like Jordan and Germany. I can’t 
wait for more exciting experiences. 

 

 

 

SHESHATSHIU TO ST. JOHN’S 
 

 
 
My name is Austin Andrew and I 
am 11 years old. I was born in 
Quebec and now I live in 
Sheshatshiu, Labrador. I have five 
sisters and I am the only son in the 
family. My favourite part of living 
here is being with all my friends. 
 
I am Innu and I like swimming in 
the summer and sliding in the 
winter. Some Innu cultural 
activities are hunting caribou and 
porcupine, and fishing. We like to 
go camping in our cabins and 
tents. We eat, we play, and we 
sleep. We like to ride on skidoos. 
Sometimes we hunt while we are 
on the skidoos. 
 
Soon I will be moving to St. John’s 
for the rest of my life. I will go to a 
new school and do lots of things 
there that I can’t do here. I will be 
able to play in arcades and watch 
movies in the theatre. I will get to 
go shopping too. Even though I will 
do all of these new things, I will still 
be Innu. I will still hunt and fish. 
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MY HOUSE  
 

My name is Bobby Joe Guy. I am 
11 years old and I live in Bonavista, 
Newfoundland. My house was once 
a church hall and it is more than 50 
years old! The hall was supposed 
to be two stories but the walls were 
never built because of the cost. 
 
Several years later, the church hall 
was put on the market and my 
mother and father decided to move 
in because Bonavista is where my 
father had spent his childhood.  
 
When I first saw the inside of the 
hall, there were crosses and 
pictures of Jesus Christ. On top of 
the priest’s chair were piles of 
Bibles. I was only in grade two, but 
I still remember them piled at least 
two feet! The church removed all 
the things they wanted but my 
family and I still had to do a lot of 
renovations.  
 

 
 
I feel that the Holy Spirit is all 
around me in that house. It makes 
me think about God and believe in 
Him. I thought that maybe I should 
start believing more and going to 
church too with my family, and we 
have ever since.  
 
That house really helps me to 
understand about different religions 
and churches in our world. It is a 
really cool place to live! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MY SCHOOL IN CHINA 
 

 
 

My name is Elaine Tan and I moved 
from China to Vancouver three years 
ago. My family moved to Canada 
because my mother has family who 
live here. My family also wanted me to 
study in Canada. Now we live in 
Stephenville, Newfoundland. 
 
My school in China started at 8:00 
a.m.; it had two periods, one in the 
morning and one in the afternoon. 
Some students stayed at school for 
lunch, and they had a nap after lunch. 
But my mother picked me up from 
school at 11:30 a.m. and school 
restarted at 2:00 p.m.  
 
All students wear uniforms. We had 
large classes, ranging from 70 to 150 
students. There were ten classes of 
each grade. The teacher made the 
seating plan and students had to sit 
with a girl or boy. Some classes had 
an English teacher from Canada, but I 
didn’t. I had a Chinese teacher.   
 
My school in China had a security 
guard as a doorkeeper. When school 
started, the door opened and it closed 
when classes began. If you were late 
for school, the guard would mark 
down your name and take off points 
from your class. Each class had its 
own score, and, depending on the 
score, the top class was chosen every 
week. It would have a flag or tag put in 
the front of the classroom. Everybody 
had a name tag; if you forgot to put on 
your name tag, points would be 
removed. We were not allowed to 
bring a drink or snack to school. 
 
In the morning everyone did exercises 
on the playground. After that we went 
back to our homeroom and had 
breakfast together.  
 

 

                               

    Financial assistance / Contribution financière 

  

This resource is designed to complement 

Grade Six Social Studies World Cultures. 

Cette ressource est une ressource 

complémentaire au programme de 

Sciences humaines 6
e
 année. 

Advisory Committee 
Comité consultatif 

Jeff Jerrett 
Elizabeth Noseworthy 

Laun Shoemaker 
Greg Simmons 

 
Copy Editor 

Réviseure de texts 
Dr. Iona Bulgin 

 
Coordinator  

Coordonnatrice 
Lloydetta Quaicoe 

 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

MY LIFE 
 

 
 

My name is Shania Katshinak and I am 11 years 
old. I was born in Goose Bay, Labrador. I lived in 
Natuashish with my mother and sister until I was 
two years old. I have one sister and two brothers. I 
moved to Sheshatshiu by myself when I was seven 
years old. I now live with my foster mother, father, 
sister, and brothers. I like living with them. 
 
Earlier in the year my foster family and my 
grandma went to Newfoundland. We went 
shopping and visited my grandma’s old house. We 
went swimming and slept in a boat for two days. 
 
I like Christmas, Halloween, and Valentine’s Day 
because of the cards, candies, and presents. 
Tobogganing is my favourite thing to do in winter. 
 

 
FROM NICARAGUA TO STEPHENVILLE 

 
My name is Adriana Navas and I am from 
Nicaragua. My family moved to Stephenville, 
Newfoundland, last March because my mother 
married a Canadian. Living here is very different. It 
is colder. The trees and animals are different. 
  

 
 
In Nicaragua we had no snow. The temperature 
was 37 degrees every day. We ate turtle eggs and 
the beach had no rocks. We didn’t celebrate 
Halloween; we celebrated the Virgin Mary, 
Purisima, from November 29 to December 8. Each 
night during those days, we went to houses near 
our house. We sang and prayed to the Virgin Mary. 
On the last night we went to houses and sang. 
Instead of saying “trick or treat,” we sang a song 
and people gave us juice, fruit, chips, or a toy.  
 

 

 

I SPEAK INNU-AIMUN AND ENGLISH 

My name is Paul Rich. I am 11 years old and I am in grade six and I 
love it. I am from Natuashish. When I was seven years old my mother 
passed away and I was adopted and moved to Goose Bay. I live with 
my godfather and godmother, brother Raine, and sister Keira. I go to 
Sheshatshiu Innu School. I really like Math, Gym, and Art. My school 
is really cool!  
 

******************** 
Nin Pun nitishinikashun. Kutunnu ashu peik

u
 nitatupuneshin kie 

kutuasht nitatipan anite tsheshkutamashuian kie anumat niminuaten. 

Anite Natuashish nuitshin. Nishuasht nitatupuneshi nikaui eka inniut 

kie nikanuenimikaun anutshish. Anitshenat nitaiamieukaui  kie 

nitaiamieutaui nikanuenimikuat, kie nishimat Raine kie Keira. 

Anite Sheshatshiu Innu katshishkutamatsheutshuapit 
nitshishkutamashun. Nimishta-minuaten atshitashuna, e metueu-
tshishkutamatun kie e uetishinataitshanut. 
 

******************** 
Nitinnu-aimin kie nitakaneshau-aimin. Umenu passe aimuna: 
I speak Innu-Aimun and English. Here are a few Innu words: 
 
Thank you – Tshinashkumitin    

It’s summer – Nipin  

Book – Mashinaikan 

Mittens – Ashtishat  

I am hunting – Ninataun  

 

   

THE FREEST PLACE  
IN THE WORLD  

 
I’ve read stories about people coming 
to St. John’s to live and how peaceful 
and friendly people are. I’m going to 
tell you about Bonavista. 
 
My name is Emily O’Brien. I have 
lived in Bonavista, Newfoundland,  
since I was one year old, and I love it.  
 
There are no street lights here and 
you can walk the perimeter of 
Bonavista without being accompanied 
by an adult. Bonavista is a safe place, 
and children can hang out wherever 
and whenever they want. 
 
What I love most about Bonavista is 
that everyone is your neighbour. 
When you take a taxi, you don’t even 
have to give the driver your address; 
you only have to say the name of the 
person who owns the house you’re 
going to. 
 
There are no tall buildings in 
Bonavista; in fact the tallest building is 
probably three stories high. There are 
no factories here, so you’re always 
breathing clean air.  
 
There are only two schools in 
Bonavista; there are about 350 
students in the elementary school and 
about 300 in the high school.  
 
When you go to the grocery store, 
people even take your groceries from 
the store to your car. 
 
 

 
 
 
Bonavista is an amazing place, and, if 
you ever come here, I can assure you, 
you will meet friendly people. I love 
Bonavista and I wouldn’t change a 
thing about it!                          

 
 
 
 
 

 

FROM AMMAN TO ST. JOHN’S 
 

 
 

ا  سمي ان رحمان ا بدال ي ع صف ف سادس ال   ال
 

In Arabic, that means: My name is 
Abdul and I am in grade six. 

 
My name is Abdul Rahman Abu-Hendi 
and I am from Amman, Jordan. I 
moved to St. John’s, Newfoundland, in 
August 2010 with my mother, two 
brothers, and sister. I attend 
Macpherson Elementary School. 
 
Amman is the capital of Jordan and it is 
one of the oldest continuously 
inhabited cities in the world. The city’s 
modern buildings blend with the 
remains of ancient civilizations.  
 
In Jordan, the teachers are strict and 
give a lot of homework and tests. There 
is no Music, Physical Education, or Art 
in my school but we did have time to 
play outside. We also did not use 
manipulatives in Math – just pencil and 
paper. We learned a little English in our 
school. We had one class where the 
teacher spoke a little English and 
Arabic, the language of Jordan.  
 
Ramadan is very important in my family 
and culture. It is the Muslim holy month 
of prayer and fasting, a month of piety, 
alms-giving and fasting, a time of 
worship and contemplation, and a time 
to strengthen family and community 
ties. It is traditional to break the fast 
after sunset with a meal known as iftar. 
The last meal before dawn is known as 
suhur. The holy month ends with 
feasting and giving gifts on Islam’s 
biggest festival, Eid Al Fitr. 
 
I am happy that I received Citizen of 
the Month at my school in November. 
In Jordon I was a good student and 
worked hard but I never won an award. 
I was happy to know that my teacher 
and school think I am working hard and 
trying my best and that they appreciate 
me. 

MY TRAVELS 
 

My name is Thomas Larsen. I have 
visited many places: London, Paris, 
Italy, Florida, Boston, Washington 
DC, Wales, and New York City. 
Each city has a different 
architecture and practices to show 
its culture.  
 
In Italy, almost all of the buildings 
are made the same way; they 
usually have balconies. 
 
In Wales, the buildings are adapted 
to the rain and mountains. There 
are many farms. 
 
In Washington DC, the tourist sites 
have hardly any houses, but lots of 
skyscrapers, museums, and hotels.  
 
In Florida, the buildings are 
designed with protection from the 
frequent storms. 
 
Every place is different: clothes, 
buildings, and food.  
 
 

 
 
My dream is for world peace, but 
how can it happen when people are 
dying and suffering from other 
people being racist? How can the 
world receive peace when we are 
pushing it away, and not realizing 
it? Think of how safe you are when 
you can go to your friend’s house 
and not be attacked on the way.  
 
Before you go to sleep tonight, 
think of the people suffering, with 
no food, no home, no clothes; think 
of the people dying and people 
grieving for the dead. Now think of 
how you could help them. 
 
The next time you want to buy 
something, think of who you could 
give the money to instead. 

THE HEART OF THE WORLD 
 

     

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hi, my name is Wendy Freake. I live in Norris Arm North, 
Newfoundland.  
 
I like to say I belong to a Newfoundland culture. I believe that the 
people who live here are the most friendly and caring people in the 
world.  
 
My picture shows the province in a heart because I love 
Newfoundland very much and I think that it is the heart of the world. 

 

 


